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Sen. Allen requests more information on questionable MiPC 
product endorsement program 

 
 
Who:  State Sen. Jason Allen, R-Traverse City, chair of the Senate Committee on 

Commerce and Labor. 
 
What:  Allen has sent a letter to Michigan Department of Information Technolog 

Director Teri Takai requesting additional details on the administration’s 
proposed MiPC program. 

 
Briefing:  “I continue to have serious concerns about the MiPC program,” Allen 

said. “From what we have seen so far, it looks like this program will 
benefit large, out-of-state, multi-national corporations who least need the 
state’s endorsement, while leaving Michigan business and consumers out 
in the cold.” 

 
Allen and other members of the Commerce and Labor Committee recently 
heard testimony from Takai and were left with several questions and 
concerns regarding why the state is endorsing products available on the 
free market, how the program will make computers more affordable for 
Michigan residents, why the bid was designed so no Michigan companies 
were able to participate, and the legality of DIT’s authority to create and 
administer the program. 

 
DIT and Department of Management and Budget have received bids from 
Dell, Lenovo (formerly IBM) and Comp USA to provide computers with 
the state’s endorsement through the MiPC program. Both Lenovo and Dell 
manufacture overseas, while Comp USA is owned by a Mexican holding 
company. 
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